SPEECH AT  MADRAS                                         121

to this creed. I do not know a single sensible Mussulman who
approves either secretly or openly of these forcible conversionss nor
need we Hindus be disturbed about the future of these brethren
of ours.

My reading of our Shastras convinces me that a man who is
forced to do anything against his will needs nQprayaschitta1. Our friend
Mr. Yakub Hassan has told the Tamil land that these men who
are supposed to have been forcibly converted are inadmissible in
the faith of Islam. As a devout Hindu knowing what he is speaking,
I assure you that not one of those Hindus has forfeited his right
to remain in the Hindu fold. I understand that the Government
is placing every obstacle in the way of the Congress and the Khilafat
workers taking relief to those desolate homes and I am told that
at the same time the Government itself is taking no pains to
provide relief to these poor people who are supposed to be starving.
Whether they give us permission or do not, I have no doubt that
it is our clear duty to collect as much funds as we can for the
relief of these sufferers and see to it that they get what they require.
The Congress Committee has already voted a certain sum of
money and I know that the Khilafat Committee also is endeavouring
to vote a certain sum of money for the relief of these sufferers.
But I suggest to the Mussulman countrymen in the Madras Presi-
dency that it will be a graceful act on their part if they were to
collect even pies from every home for the relief of their Hindu
brethren,

I know today that this Presidency is perhaps the most afflicted
throughout India. We do not yet know folly what measures the
Government are taking in order to repress the strong and the rising
forces of the people in this land. I have no reason to disbelieve the
testimony that has been given to me this morning that many
young men quartered in Malabar have been insulted because they
have had the audacity to wear khaddar caps and khaddar vests.
I understand that these keepers of the peace in India have torn
the pure vests of khaddar and burnt them to ashes. I understand
the authorities in Malabar have invented new methods of humili->
ation, if they have not gone one better than the authorities in
the Punjab.

The "Reform" ministers have shown their teeth in the Andhra
country. They have imposed upon an unwilling populace a munici-
pality* In the teeth of universal opposition in another part of the
Andhra country, they have been endeavouring forcibly to collect

1 Atonement